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For all risk adjustment models it is
imperative that the provider evaluates and
documents all chronic conditions to the
highest level of specificity on an annual
basis. 

However, it is equally important that the
providers documentation is coded and
billed properly. It is the coding and billing
process that reports the condition to CMS
which makes it extremely important to
code and bill to the highest specificity
possible from the provider documentation. 

This will ensure the highest level of
care for all patients.
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TIPS FOR CODING TO THE HIGHEST LEVEL OF SPECIFICTY:
            Did the provider document the epiode of the depression, single or
             recurrent?

            Did the provider document the severity of the depression, mild, moderate,
             severe, in remission?


